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Welcome
Friends,

I would like to extend a warm welcome to you this day! 
Out of all the places you could be this Sunday morning, you 
chose to be here at First Presbyterian Church of Dallas. I 
hope your time with us is reminiscent of a beautiful family 
gathering, a memorable encounter with true hospitality, and 

the epitome of welcome. Know that this is a place where you belong.

First Presbyterian Church of Dallas has been around since the beginning of 
the city of Dallas. Its history runs deep. As we dive into the gospel of Luke 
this day, we begin our reading by hearing a roll call of history. In this season 
of Advent, this season of anticipation and waiting, we see how history shapes 
the future. The life and ministry of Christ was so provocative that the course 
of history was radically transformed. As we lean into John the Baptist’s call 
to “prepare the way,” we hold fast to God’s peace that continually points us to 
God’s larger narrative—a narrative that we believe leads to transformation, 
reconciliation, peace, and justice. May we all play our parts in the telling of 
this story, nurturing each other, demonstrating generosity, and welcoming 
each other as a way to provide healing to all that gather here in Dallas, in 
Texas, in the United States, and in the world.

How are you part of God’s unfolding story? How are you sharing God’s peace 
with others? I look forward to connecting and hearing how the Spirit of God is 
at work in your life.

Grace, peace, and health to you,

Meagan

Next Steps
1    SAY "HELLO" ---------
Let us know a little bit about yourself, and one of our pastors will reach out to 
help you explore your next steps with our church, answer any questions you 
have, or just chat over coffee. Reach out at fpcdallas.org/hello.

2   TABLE FOR TEN - JANUARY 11, 2022 --------
If you’re new to FPC Dallas, or interested in membership, then we’ve saved 
a seat for you at our next Table for Ten. It’s an opportunity to get to know us 
and meet other newcomers. We can’t wait to get to know you! Let us know 
you’re coming at fpcdallas.org/table-for-ten

3   CARING FOR OTHERS  --------
Your help is needed to make a difference in the lives of others. New 
opportunities to put your spiritual gifts to work are launching now. From 
caring for our members who have had significant life events, to assisting with 
Sunday morning worship, and everything in between, there is a care ministry 
that is waiting for you. Visit fpcdallas.org/care to put your gifts to work.

First Time?  
Get connected and find

your next steps



GATHERING
RINGING OF THE BELLS

VOLUNTARY
Es ist ein Ros' entsprungen                                                              Johannes Brahms

WELCOME                                                                                      Meagan Findeiss
  
ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING + CALL TO WORSHIP

God is coming near.  
We wait in holy expectation. 
We pause and slow down, 
We are humbled and in awe. 
God has called us together to anticipate what will come;  
While we wait, we hope. Let us worship God!

HYMN #82
Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus (with added 2nd verse)                               hyfrydol

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

Come to earth to taste our sadness, thou whose glories know no end.  
By his life he brings us gladness, our redeemer, shepherd, friend, 
not by clouds or rolling thunder, but in pangs of human birth. 
This the everlasting wonder: Christ the Lord has come to earth.

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                            Jessie Light-Wells                

God who weaves us together, 
We confess that we are not always good partners,  
friends, family members, and neighbors.  
We have clothed ourselves with indifference,  
arrogance, frustration, and impatience.  
We have been slow to forgive and quick to anger.

time for silent reflection.

Remind us that peace is not the lack of conflict,  
but the presence of love, forgiveness and mercy.  
Help us live into the peace of Christ  
which rules our hearts.

PROMISE OF GRACE
In Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God.

THE PEACE OF CHRIST
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you. 

DECEMBER 5, 2021  •  8:30 + 11:00 AM
Worshipping on the Lord's Day

*

*



RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE 
My Soul In Stillness Waits                                                   my soul in stillness waits

WORD
SCRIPTURE • Luke 3:1-6

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler 
of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during 
the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son 
of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in 
the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,

 
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight. 
5Every valley shall be filled, 
    and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
    and the rough ways made smooth; 
6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”

SERMON                                  Meagan Findeiss
 

RESPONSE
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 

OFFERING 
E'en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come                                                          Paul Manz

Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins, 
who loved us all and shed his blood, that we might saved be. 
Sing holy, holy to our Lord, the Lord, Almighty God, 
who was, and is, and is to come; sing holy, holy Lord! 
 
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell within, rejoice on earth, ye saints below, 
For Christ is coming, is coming soon, for Christ is coming soon! 
E'en so Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more; 
they need no light nor lamp nor sun, for Christ will be their all!

 
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION  

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

GREAT THANKSGIVING

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 



BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

COMMUNION 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                       Fran Shelton

SENDING
HYMN #93                                                                                        
Lift Up, Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates                                                                 truro

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; behold the King of glory waits; 
the King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here.

Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart 
from earthly use for heaven’s employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy.

Redeemer, come! I open wide my heart to thee; here, Lord, abide. 
Let me thy inner presence feel; thy grace and love in me reveal. 

CHARGE + BLESSING 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY 
Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 140                                                  J.S. Bach 
("Sleepers, Wake!" A Voice Astounds Us)       

+ + +

Please rise in body or spirit. 
The words in bold in the order of worship are spoken by the congregation in unison. 

Leading Worship Today
Rev. Meagan Findeiss                                             Associate Pastor for Care + Belonging
Rev. Jessie Light-Wells           Parish Associate 
Rev. Dr. Fran Shelton                                                                                       Parish Associate
Beth Thompson             Assistant Chancel Choir Director
Sunny Yu                                                                       Organist + Associate Director of Music
Zach Light-Wells                                                                                             Director of Music
Philip, Isabel, Holden + Lydia Ann Higginbotham                                            Liturgists (8:30) 
Jesi, Skylar + Ava Green                                                                                 Liturgists (11:00)
Members of the Chancel Choir

*

*

*



A family of ministries located along Young Street in Downtown Dallas
working to bring light and love to our city. Learn more at fpcdallas.org.

Our Family of Ministries

fpcdallas.org/advent

Wood Street Worship Preview Service
December 12, 5 pm

Wood Street Worship is our new worshipping community set 
to launch in early January. Get a sneek peek at one of two 

upcoming preview services. 

A Service of Healing & Wholeness
December 16, 7 pm

In a season full of traditions and memories, make space for the 
grief unique to this time of year.

All Earth Is Hopeful
December 19, 5 pm

You are invited to our Christmas concert, All Earth is Hopeful, 
performed by the ensembles of our First Presbyterian Church of 

Dallas Music Ministry.

Christmas Eve Services
December 24 at 5, 7, & 11 pm


