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Next Steps
1    SAY "HELLO" ---------
Let us know a little bit about yourself, and one of our pastors will reach out to 
help you explore your next steps with our church, answer any questions you 
have, or just chat over coff ee. Reach out at fpcdallas.org/hello.

2   TABLE FOR TEN - OCTOBER 12 ---------
If you’re new to FPC Dallas, or interested in membership, then we’ve saved 
a seat for you at our next Table for Ten. It’s an opportunity to get to know us 
and meet other newcomers. We can’t wait to get to know you! Let us know 
you’re coming at fpcdallas.org/table-for-ten.

3   SERVE ---------
Your help is needed to make a diff erence in the lives of others. New 
opportunities to put your spiritual gifts to work are launching now. From 
caring for our members who have had signifi cant life events, to assisting with 
Sunday morning worship, and everything in between, there is a Care ministry 
that is waiting for you. Visit fpcdallas.org/care to put your gifts to work. 

Welcome
Friends,

Welcome to worship! We are grateful to be joined in 
community with you today as we all seek to experi-
ence God in this time and place. Whoever you are and 
wherever you have come from, I believe God meets us 
here as our lives intersect.

For the month of September, we have been looking 
at Jesus’ unconventional expressions of love in four passages from Mark’s 
gospel. In these stories in the middle of Mark’s gospel, we meet Jesus who is 
unconventional and eccentric. He catches us off -guard by his comments and 
actions. And then we ponder what it means to follow this Jesus who engages 
in unconventional acts of love.

In our passage today, Jesus reminds me of a parent or caregiver who over-
hears children arguing and then wants to teach a lesson. The disciples are 
sizing each other up as they argue about who is the greatest among them. 
And then Jesus brings a child into his arms and teaches one of the greatest 
lessons of all: what it takes to welcome God. 
I pray God speaks to you today, and I hope you will share with me and others 
what you heard.

Peace,

Rebecca Chancellor Sicks, 
Associate Pastor for Adult Faith Formation



GATHERING

RINGING OF THE BELLS

OPENING VOLUNTARY
Song                                                                                               Henry Smart

WELCOME                                                     Rev. Rebecca Chancellor Sicks

*CALL TO WORSHIP    
We come to seek refuge in the Lord; 
we come with hope the Lord will deliver us. 
God is our rock of refuge 
and our strong fortress to save us. 
Here in this place, we turn to God 
and we commit ourselves—body, mind, and soul—to God’s love. 
In our distress and sorrow, 
we trust in God’s faithfulness. 
We look for God’s face to shine upon us, 
and we wait for God to save us in steadfast love. 

*HYMN #301
Let Us Build a House, verses 1, 2, 4, 5                                 two oaks

Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

Refrain: 
all are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place. 

Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, 
where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  Refrain 

Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they’ve known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger:  Refrain 

Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace; 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  Refrain

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                  Rev. Meagan Findeiss

Saving God,   
You teach us that love is patient and kind; 
Love is also not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. 
We confess that we have not loved you with our whole hearts; 
we have selfishly turned against each other. 
When it is hard to follow the way of Jesus, 
we have often taken the easier route.

A moment for silent confession
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God of Grace, remind us again of your great love for us 
that we might humbly receive it, 
and in turn offer extravagant love and grace to others; 
through Jesus Christ, the Messiah and our Redeemer. 

PROMISE OF GRACE

THE PEACE OF CHRIST
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you. 

*RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE 
Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines On Me                              glory to god 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,  
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,  
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

World without end, without end. Amen.  
World without end, without end. Amen.  
World without end, without end. Amen.  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

WORD

SCRIPTURE • Mark 9:30–37 
30They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want 
anyone to know it; 31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The 
Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, 
and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32But they did not 
understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 

33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked 
them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for 
on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. 35He sat 
down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must 
be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a little child and put it among 
them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one 
such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes 
not me but the one who sent me.” 

SERMON        Rev. Rebecca Chancellor Sicks

RESPONSE

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH • Romans 8            Lacy + Sean Lewis  
We believe there is no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus; 
for we know that all things work together for good  
for those who love God,  
who are called according to God’s purpose.  
We are convinced that neither death, nor life,  
nor angels, nor rulers,  
nor things present, nor things to come,  
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,  
nor anything else in all creation,  
will be able to separate us from the love of God  
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.



INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP

OFFERING
Welcome to God’s Love                      Music: Mark A. Miller 

                                                                                      Text: Lindy Thompson 

Families of all shapes and kinds, love the only tie that binds 
this gathering of open minds. Welcome to God’s love. 
Every person has a place in this holy sacred space, 
earth’s entire human race. Welcome! Come and feel God’s love! 

No proof required of your worth, a gift to you before your birth 
from God, who made the heavens and earth. Welcome to God’s love. 
We’ll love each other and take care of every need encountered there, 
within God’s heart there is room to spare. Welcome! Welcome to God’s love! 
Come, and live God’s love.

PRAYERS FOR ALL PEOPLE + THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SENDING

*HYMN                                                                                         
Love Astounding                                             holy manna
                                                                               Text: Jeannette M. Lindholm 

Love astounding, love confounding limits fearful minds impose. 
Love renewing, love pursuing every heart until it knows 
love's transforming, healing goodness, love's abiding, gentle grace, 
love's endurance, love's assurance, love's consoling, strong embrace.

Love receiving, love believing, we rejoice with thanks and song, 
faith regaining, hope proclaiming; love has taught us, we belong 
safe within love's tender keeping, safe from fear's persistent call. 
Love defending, love unending, love of God enfolding all. 

*CHARGE + BLESSING 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY 
Love Divine, All Love’s Excelling                                                 Arr. Joel Raney

Leading Worship Today
Rev. Meagan Findeiss         Associate Pastor for Care + Belonging
Rev. Rebecca Chancellor Sicks            Associate Pastor for Adult Faith Formation 
Zach Light-Wells          Director of Music
Sunny Yu          Organist + Associate Director of Music
Lacy & Sean Lewis                                                                                      Liturgists
Members of the Chancel Choir

Credits
The Call to Worship is written by the Rev. Rebecca Chancellor Sicks and is adapted 
from Psalm 31.



A family of ministries located along Young Street in Downtown Dallas
working to bring light and love to our city. Learn more at fpcdallas.org

This bible study is a deep dive into each week's sermon scripture text 
through historical, theological, social, and literary lenses. And we'll always 
consider the question, Why does this matter? Led by diff erent pastors and 
theologians, you won't want to miss it. Be sure to register at
fpcdallas.org/big-time-bible.

Our Family of Ministries

Join us for a 6-week series on issues of justice and equity with Bonton 
Farms. Executive Director, Daron Babock will share his personal 
experiences in the Bonton neighborhood and steps we can take as a 
Christian community to work toward justice and equity. The second 3 
weeks of the series will be Sunday potluck suppers on the patio at Bonton 
Farms with people in the community. fpcdallas.org/bonton-farms
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