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DO NOT PRESS ME to 
LEAVE YOU or to TURN 
BACK from FOLLOWING 

YOU! WHERE YOU GO, 
I WILL GO; WHERE YOU 
LODGE, I WILL LODGE; 
YOUR PEOPLE SHALL 
BE MY PEOPLE, and 

YOUR GOD MY GOD.
R U T H  1 : 1 6
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Our stewardship theme this year is Wherever 
You Go. The theme is inspired by the promise 
Ruth made to her mother-in-law, Naomi. Ruth said 
to her, “Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, 
I will lodge” (Ruth 1:16). Ruth made the promise 
despite Naomi’s insistence that Ruth leave her 
side to start a new life.

Like Ruth does for Naomi, God refuses to cut and 
run from us. Our response to God’s faithfulness 
towards us is to remain with each other wherever 
we go. As you flip through this booklet and 
consider your commitment of time and money 
to the church next year, I hope this record of 
promises kept will inspire in you a vision of 
what’s to come.

What you will find in the pages that follow is the 
story of a church that’s fulfilled its many pledges 
over the past year. Notable events from this 
calendar year are highlighted. Facts and figures 
are presented that mark progress. The distance 
we’ve traveled on our journey following Jesus in 
2021 is recorded in stories and framed by photos. 
Still, what you’re holding in your hands is not a 
final accounting of God’s work through us this 
year. We’ve only just begun. 

These pages are a point in time snapshot of a 
church that’s been growing together for 165 
years. The particular challenges of this season 
are unique to the pandemic, but the hope that’s 
animated our work is not. We are co-heirs, along 
with the city we serve, of promises made and 
kept; together, the promises constitute a legacy 

of faithful obedience to the sometimes unfamiliar 
but always timely movements of the Holy Spirit. 
The courage to seek transformation, coupled with 
the humility to confess we aren’t yet complete, 
continues to define us.

Wherever we go, God will lead us. The long-
promised transformation of our neighborhood 
on the southern edge of downtown is underway. 
In 2022, a new city park will open across the 
street, a 16-story apartment building for 450 
new neighbors will be erected right next door, 
and plans for both our 508 and 515 Park Avenue 
projects encompassing The Stewpot will advance 
in noticeable ways. Wood Street Worship and 
a new Home Group ministry will launch, new 
faith formation programs introduced this fall will 
be humming, and our existing programs for all 
ages will be strengthened by the support of a 
full program staff. God willing, the growth will be 
both deep and wide.

My promise to you is that wherever you go, we will 
be there. With joy and anticipation, I look forward 
to celebrating your commitment to do the same.

Rev. Amos J. Disasa
Senior Pastor

Dear Church Family,
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we’re BACK

This fall, we are excited to offer something for everyone. 
We kicked off the season with our Launch into Fall event 
to celebrate the new school year for our youth, children, 
and their families. 

After pausing for a bit, Sunday School classes for all 
ages are meeting once again, live music is scheduled 
to take place in our sanctuary throughout the remainder 
of the year, and This is Crucial, our podcast with live 
and interactive recording sessions focused on healing 
justice and racial equity, is beginning its new season 
with a new set of guests and continued opportunities to 
join a Conversation Group. 

MAKE SURE TO CHECK OUT  
ALL THE HAPPENINGS AT 

fpcdallas.org/events

3
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PLANNING for a FUTURE DALLAS

1835 YOUNG STREET
Home of FPC Dallas and the FPC Day School

1822 YOUNG STREET
Home of The Stewpot

1801 YOUNG STREET
Future home of a 16-story residential tower

508 PARK AVE
Home of the Ampitheater and Encore Park, 
future site of new ministry projects through  
FPC Dallas and The Stewpot

515 PARK AVE
Recently acquired property for future 
redevelopment

300 S HARWOOD STREET
Future site of Harwood Park, community green 
space facing the entrance of FPC Dallas

920 S HARWOOD STREET
Dallas Farmers Market continues to grow with 
new businesses and residential units

COMMERCE &  
PEARL EXPRESSWAY
The East Quarter of Downtown is rapidly 
adding businesses, high-end restaurants, art 
galleries, and thousands of residential units

507 S HARWOOD STREET
The Lighthouse is the current home of the 
popular Van Gogh interactive exhibit, and future 
home of many more art projects to come

210 S HARWOOD STREET
Future residential building

1820 CANTON STREET
Future residential building

1

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

2

3

Dallas is going through a period of rapid growth 
and revitalization, and in just a couple of years, the 
immediate area surrounding First Presbyterian 
Church of Dallas will look very different than it 
does now. As a church, we have clarity on our 
mission: we believe God has us on the corner of 
Harwood and Young for a reason, and our place 
in our city should inform our work. 

This is not a new idea, but a story that FPC Dallas 
has been writing since the 1970s, when it committed 
to staying downtown. That commitment is evident 
in our renewed effort to complete fundraising for 
Encore Park in 2021 and begin interior renovations 
next year. We are not gatekeepers, but partners, 
eager to work with our neighbors who are already 
here, and those who will soon arrive. 

We are preparing now for a future in which our  
city more faithfully resembles the Kingdom of  
God. Watch a recent presentation on growth in 
our neighborhood and progress at Encore Park 
at fpcdallas.org/development. 
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budget UPDATE

Over the last 20 months, our world’s population 
has experienced a test of faith as well as a shock 
to each country’s respective economy. If we were 
uncertain of our connectivity, we learned that 
regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, or socio-
economic status that we’re all interconnected and 
rely on one another in some form. FPC Dallas’s 
collective experience during the COVID-19 
pandemic is a great example of God’s grace as 
well as our interconnectedness. 

Financially during last year’s stewardship 
campaign, our campus benefitted from your 
generosity as we had the most successful annual 
campaign in five years, topping $1.7 million 
in commitments. For the fiscal year ending in 
2020, members fulfilled 95.3% of their annual 
commitments and overall giving remained in line 
with prior years. Through the first eight months of 
2021, annual campaign giving is over $1.1 million 
and on pace to meet or exceed leadership’s 
expectations for the year.   

Your support of our FPC family (FPC Dallas, The 
Stewpot, FPC Day School, The Foundation, and 
Encore Park) allows us to avoid incurring significant 
leverage outside of the minimal debt that remains 

from the Arise Sanctuary project ($95,000), and 
the line of credit to purchase 515 Park Avenue that 
secures some say in who will serve as our, and 
more specifically, The Stewpot’s neighbor. God’s 
grace and your generosity allows FPC Dallas to 
ensure that our ministry continues to serve you as 
well as those in our community that benefit from 
being connected with our campus efforts.

As we move forward our philosophy is a 
continued commitment to balancing the campus 
budget while investing in ministry and impactful 
programming to make certain that we are a 
good neighbor of the downtown community. The 
budget for 2022 is evidence of this commitment. 
Budget highlights include a prayerful return to 
regular and safe Faith Formation programming, an 
investment in worship with the new Wood Street 
Worship service, a commitment to maintaining 
our campus, and an investment in supporting 
our congregation through our Care + Belonging 
ministry led by our new Associate Pastor, Meagan 
Findeiss and supported by our Parish Associates.   

Please go online to fpcdallas.org/budget to view 
a summary of the 2022 Budget. Thank you for 
your continuous support!

God Bless, 

John Joe 
Chief Financial Officer

Last year we had $1.7m in 
commitments, the most we’ve 

had in the last 5 years.
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Our church family is known in Dallas for taking 
bold steps to live out the Gospel. Throughout our 
history, time and time again, we have not been 
afraid to innovate. We are always willing to open 
our doors in new ways for those who are not yet 
finding and following Jesus at our church.

We’re launching Wood Street Worship with a clear 
purpose: to reach people who are not yet following 
the way of Jesus. Our roots run deep. We care 
for each other, prioritize spiritual development, 
and our traditional services of worship are often 
transcendent. However, the church is incomplete 
if we are only faithful to the needs of the people 
who are already here. Our roots need to run as 
wide as they do deep. The church must grow, 
the Gospel must be proclaimed, and that is the 
singular purpose of Wood Street Worship. 

Wood Street Worship is a new expression of 
worship, launching at the end of 2021, that will 
both complement and be stylistically unique to the 
two other services already taking place here. This 
band-led service will offer the same rich teaching, 
liturgy, and roots that we have always been 
committed to. It’s going to be a service that you’ll 
want to see for yourself, and then you’ll want to 
bring your friends and family back as well. 

We need your help as we build this expression of 
worship together. Pray for those who don’t follow 
Christ to come to Wood Street Worship to learn 
more about him. Extend personal invitations to 
your friends and neighbors for whom this might 
be a great fit. Offer your hands to help bring the 
service to life.

If you’re curious about how you might be part  
of this, how God can use your gifts in small 
and big ways to reach others, let us know at  
fpcdallas.org/wsw. Doing so isn’t making a 
commitment, it is just letting us know you’d like 
to learn more.

WOOD STREET worship

DECEMBER 24, 5 PM
Wood Street Worship Christmas Eve Service

SUNDAY, JANUARY 9, 10 AM
New Service Launches
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WORSHIP

With the many adjustments to our worship 
services taking place over the last year, 
we could not have been more excited  
to gather once again in our sanctuary. With 
limited numbers and careful precautions, 
in-person Sundays have brought back 
what we missed most: worshiping God as 
one in our church home, at both 8:30 and 
11 am. Our sanctuary service continues  
to be streamed online allowing our reach 
to expand beyond our walls, and even 
our city. 

Worshipers have tuned in from home  
all around the world. Our online 
presence has allowed us to introduce 
Jesus to people who may not have 
come to our building otherwise. We 
are thankful for this opportunity to 
welcome these viewers to take part in 
our community, even through YouTube 
or Facebook comments.

658
average views for each 

Sunday online

45
cities in the US that have 
participated in worship

33,494
total online views  

since October 2020

61
countries that have 

participated in worship

8
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WORSHIP: HIGHLIGHTS

3RD GRADE BIBLE SUNDAY

On May 9, a few of our 3rd graders  
received a bible from our church family! 
We were excited to introduce them to 
God’s Word and encourage them to dive 
deep into study going forward.

SENIOR SUNDAY

Our church family congratulated our 
2021 high school seniors on Sunday, 
May 2, celebrating and praying for 
those from both FPC Dallas and The 
Stewpot’s Children & Youth Program 
that graduated in the Spring.

CONFIRMATION

At the end of April, 13 students took a  
big step in their faith journey as they 
were confirmed. Their Confirmation  
journey was nine months, on Zoom, 
led by our Confirmation teaching team, 
joined periodically by guest teachers. 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP RETURNS

After almost a year of worshiping 
together virtually, we began to gather 
in limited numbers in April 2021 for 
Sunday worship! Our eyes lit up as our 
church family saw each other in-person 
once again.

NEW FACES

We’ve welcomed new faces in worship 
throughout this last year. Many became 
new members, and committed to serve 
God alongside us.

ENGAGING ONLINE

As we continue to take precautions 
to keep our church family safe, our  
11 am service is being streamed online. 
Every Sunday, the live-stream chat has 
been filled with virtual passing of the 
peace, prayer requests, and fellowship.



When we create music together, we offer 
our unique selves to our neighbors. Through 
Sunday Worship Choir, Youth and Children’s 
Choir, and our Handbell Choir, we invite 
neighbors into a corporate and immediate act 
of creation. While our music-making may result 
in a unified moment of sound, it is only made 
possible by the acceptance and inclusion of 
our differing voices and instruments, or the 
willingness to share the experience with others.

We couldn’t be more excited about all the 
live music opportunities coming up for the 
remainder of the year! Make sure to stay 
updated on dates and times for performances 
from our very own music ensembles, as well as 
performances by outside musicians, including 
the Verdigris Ensemble, singer-songwriter Paul 
Demer, SMU Choirs, the Dallas Street Choir, 
and others. Learn more at fpcdallas.org/music.

MUSIC

10
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BELL CHOIR

Our Handbell Choir opened back up when in-person worship 
gatherings began. Through traditional ringing, the choir led 
the congregation in holy contemplation and worship. 

IN-PERSON CHOIR RETURNS

FPC Dallas Choir began practicing once again June 2, 2021, 
adhering to CDC guidelines, and filling our sanctuary with 
music, laughter, and camaraderie.

DALLAS STREET CHOIR

In July, we welcomed the Dallas Street choir, a musical outlet 
for those experiencing homelessness, back to rehearsal! We 
are always so excited to host them in our sanctuary and hear 
sweet moments of joy and fun music.

MUSIC: HIGHLIGHTS

SUMMER CHOIR

Guests and longtime members alike were welcomed to 
participate in the FPC Dallas Summer Choir, a place where 
a seat was saved for anyone who wanted to jump on in to 
help lead worship on Sundays. This opportunity gave way 
for singers, new and old, to engage in a communal song 
with their neighbors.
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FAITH formation

Despite new challenges for gathering people, 
lives have continued to be changed through 
Faith Formation opportunities at FPC Dallas. 
Over the past year we have seen classes and 
programs come together online, return safely 
to in-person gatherings, and even combine in-
person and online options so that no one in our 
church family would miss opportunities to grow 
in their faith. This fall we are excited to launch 
several new opportunities as well. 

Big Time Bible is a new weekly bible study led 
by pastors and theologians. Topics change 
weekly and the class is open to new people at 
any time. These bible studies will be deep dives 
into scripture with a focus on various contexts: 
historical, theological, social, and literary. Every 
week, we are asking, “Why does this matter?” 
Join us on Thursdays at noon over Zoom this fall.

For those of us that want to dive into the basics, 
we are launching First Step: A Vocabulary of Faith. 
This is a six-week class for adults who are new to 
this church or to Christianity, or adults who want 
to learn more about reformed faith and build a 
vocabulary of faith. Topics will include: Who is God, 
Who are We, God in Relationship, God who Saves, 
God of Action, and God of Belonging. Every class 
will include presentations and time for discussion 
and reflection. This will be a wonderful place to 
build community and get to know others.

In the past, summer trips have been a large part 
of our Faith Formation program, and an important 
part of many people’s faith journeys. While 
COVID-19 has necessitated a break from these 
beloved outings, early plans are in the works for 
a return to trips in 2022. Be on the lookout for 
more details from us in the months to come.

We are also excited to share two big new additions 
to our staff team, a Children’s Minister and Day 
School Chaplain, as well as a Director of Children’s 
music. Both of these important positions are 
focused on sharing Jesus with with children and 
walking alongside families as they grow. We can’t 
wait to introduce you to them at fpcdallas.org!



13

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN GATHERINGS 

After over a year of pausing events, our Presbyterian Women’s 
group gathered again to make pillows for the Children’s 
Hospital! Judy Johns (left) and Joan Eichner (right) described 
feelings of relief, excitement, and joy in serving alongside 
their church family once again.

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL

Each week, FPC Dallas leadership engages in the FPC Day 
School’s chapels with song, story, or scripture readings, 
teaching little ones about how much they are loved by  
God and how we are called to care for our world. 

MO RANCH

This crew spent a week over the summer representing FPC 
Dallas at Mo Ranch, a conference for high school youth. The 
week was filled with lots of fun, friendship, and faith formation.

YOUTH SERVICE WEEK

Our youth gathered for Youth Service Week to be the 
hands and feet of Jesus in our city. By serving organizations 
around Dallas like Agape Resource & Assistance Center, The 
Stewpot, Mi Escuelita, and more, our students got a chance 
to learn more about what it means to love our neighbors well.

FAITH FORMATION: HIGHLIGHTS



“I love seeing how God 
has given me so many 

opportunities to learn and 
experience new things.”

LIANA FORSS
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“I’ve realized more in the last year than ever before 
to listen to those little whispers of God’s voice,” 
says Liana Forss, last summer’s Youth Ministry 
and Faith Formation Intern. In talking with Liana, 
it is clear that she is a woman of many passions 
including biology and medicine, modern dance, 
women and gender studies, and faith formation.

When she felt God calling her to move to Dallas 
to attend SMU, doors swung open for her to 
explore each of these arenas in her academics 
and extracurricular life. She laughs, “I have no 
idea how these will one day come together, but 
I love seeing how God has given me so many 
opportunities to learn and experience new things.”

Though moving to Dallas in the middle of the 
pandemic was daunting, Liana quickly found 
her people through UKirk, an SMU campus 
ministry affiliated with PC(USA). This organization 
encouraged her to lean into her faith more than 
ever before and follow God’s voice toward a path 
she never imagined. “I’m getting to help design 
this year’s Youth Service Week which is basically 
my dream,” Liana describes. “I’m so excited to 
serve, grow, and have fun with this group.”

We couldn’t have been more excited to welcome 
Liana to our team for the summer! “Liana was an 
incredible addition to our Faith Formation team 
this summer,” Sarah Leer, Director of Youth + Their 
Families says. “She brought her whole self: she is 
authentic, caring, and thoughtful. 

“She led PYC, designed and co-directed our Youth 
Service week, and made it all a wonderful success. 
She was a guest speaker along with her campus 
pastor at SMU UKirk, Rev. Jessie Light-Wells. Liana 
is the kind of person who serves behind the scenes 
with humility and joy. She shared her faith openly 
and delved deeply into theological discussions 
with curiosity, compassion, and conviction. Liana 
is committed to creating Beloved Community and 
our youth expressed over and over again how 
much they appreciated Liana and her leadership 
this summer.”

SPOTLIGHTS

LIANA FORSS



“We affirm the classic 
definition that God is love. 

Jesus invites us to participate 
in that with arms wide open: 

everyone is welcome.”

REGINA & HANK HUNT

16
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Regina and Hank Hunt found a home at FPC 
Dallas 25 years ago and have constantly sought 
to follow Jesus in making safe spaces ever 
since. “In early 2020 we believed the church 
needed to start talking about racism,” Regina 
describes. “So, a group of us started meeting, 
and have been meeting for well over 18 months, 
to look at ways we have historically and continue 
to follow God’s call toward racial equity.” After 
the publication of the Confessional Statement 
of Purpose (fpcdallas.org/healing-justice), the 
session authorized the forming of the  Racial 
Justice Task Force to identify practical ways to 
fight against racism like providing opportunities 
within the church to work for racial justice along 
with The Stewpot, FPC Day School and others, 
supporting our podcast, This is Crucial, inviting 
our community into this conversation with This 
is Crucial Conversation Groups, and forming 
partnerships with other organizations already 
doing the work of racial justice. 

The Hunts are passionate about approaching 
the realities of our world with a gospel-centered 
perspective. In 2009, they founded the 21st 
Century Disciples class that holds discussions 
on a variety of subjects, typically bucking the 
norm, including current events, global issues, 
other religions, and mental health. “We want to 
cover current issues that we, as the church, need 
to be aware of or involved in,” they mention.  

“It was very freeing to be trusted to start a group 
like this and still it continues today.” Discussions 
are filled with various points of view and, at 
times, opposing opinions. The established safe 
space allowed for everyone’s perspective to be 
honored, sharing that love, grace, and dignity 
that Jesus modeled along the way. 

In considering their faith journeys, they agree that 
God has consistently kept pulling them toward 
greater inclusion and welcome. The church’s 
mission throughout its history has been centered 
on following the ways of Jesus, and this has only 
spurred Regina and Hank on to challenge and 
be challenged by his radical love. “We affirm the 
classic definition that God is love,” Hank says. 

“Jesus invites us to participate in that with arms 
wide open: everyone is welcome.”

SPOTLIGHTS

REGINA & HANK HUNT



“We, all of us, are children of 
God. God’s mission is for the 

transformation of humanity and 
all of creation into something 

new through Jesus.”

KELLY BOYINGTON
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Kelly Boyington Voelker started attending FPC 
Dallas by sneaking in and out every Sunday 
morning without much involvement in the church 
community. For many years, she was content with 
her Sunday morning routine of being inspired 
by the pulpit messages and then returning back 
to life outside the sanctuary walls. This practice 
of weekly hearing and rehearing the stories of 
Jesus encouraged her heart with purpose and 
developed her personal faith in the midst of a 
harsh world. “The Presbyterian message goes 
back to an understanding that we are united in 
diversity and bound by love,” she describes. “If this 
is wrong, I don’t want to be right about anything.”

When Kelly married James Voelker and they had 
their son, Jack, she recognized the necessity of 
church for her family. For the Voelker family, it 
was important for the gospel to be the foundation 
of everything they did. They started getting more 
involved in programming outside of worship,  
and Kelly eventually was asked to be on the 
pastor nominating committee. To her surprise, 
this invitation would lead to experiencing the 
church in a new way. “During this time, my dad 
died and our son was experiencing serious 
medical issues. The family of God at FPC Dallas 
surrounded me with unequivocal, unconditional 
love, support, acceptance, and grace. It was the 
closest I’ve ever felt to God in my faith journey.”

This experience pushed Kelly toward a greater 
understanding of what living out her faith meant, 
especially in the context of church community and 
service. “We, all of us, are children of God. God’s 
mission is for the transformation of humanity 
and all of creation into something new through 
Jesus. The world is hard, and the promise of 
Jesus gives me hope. Thinking about where our 
world stands today, George Floyd’s murder and 
the pandemic forced our family to stop, listen, 
and try to understand our own color blindness. 
With God’s help, we are prayerfully seeking 
ways to better pursue the call of ensuring that 
all of God’s children are given equal access to 
navigate and thrive in this world.”

For Kelly, church has invited her to join arms with 
the FPC Dallas family in seeking this transformation 
in our city, country, and world.

SPOTLIGHTS

KELLY BOYINGTON



Healing Justice 
& Racial Equity

thisiscrucial.com

This is Crucial is a podcast with live and 
interactive recording sessions focused on 

healing justice and racial equity. 

Charlene Han Powell and Amos Disasa  
invite you to join them and their guests for 
monthly conversations that matter enough  

to make us uncomfortable.

20



21

As followers of Jesus, we are called to love our 
neighbors, and to do that, we are called to pursue 
healing justice and racial equity.  The Session of 
FPC Dallas has been resolute in its commitment 
to end racism. As a church, we seek to learn 
the underlying and complex issues that have 
deprived communities of hope, freedom and, too 
often, life. To that end, This is Crucial was created 
to create opportunities for our congregation to 
engage with leaders and organizations that have 
confronted these inequities longer than we have, 
and to look internally at ourselves.

Now, This is Crucial has launched strongly into 
its second season. The partnership between 
FPC Berkely and FPC Dallas has solidified, with 
the senior pastors of both churches permanently 
co-hosting new episodes of the program. 
Conversation Groups have also launched, 
and new this year is an opportunity for church 
members in Dallas, TX and Berkeley, CA to join 
together for small group discussions. 

This season promises to have some of the best 
episodes yet, with special guests that range 
from book publishers to seminary presidents. 
Learn about the next episode and our future 
guests, as well as watch previous episodes, on 
thisiscrucial.com. 

OUR HOSTS

Rev. Amos Disasa
Senior Pastor, FPC Dallas

Rev. Dr. Charlene Han Powell
Senior Pastor, FPC Berkely

this is CRUCIAL

This is Crucial Conversation Groups are an opportunity to dive deeper into the topics discussed 
at each month’s This is Crucial with a small group of people from across the country who are 
also interested in racial equity and healing justice. Trained facilitators from FPC Berkeley and 
FPC Dallas seek to help create a safe and brave space for what we believe are important 
conversations that help us follow Jesus and grow in our relationships with God and each other.

CONVERSATION GROUPS 

“Our groups discussions about racial inequality and injustice were rich  
with each member candidly sharing experiences, concerns, challenges,  

and possibilities in the safety of the small group.” –Susi Grissom 

SIGN UP AT THISISCRUCIAL.COM/CONVERSATION-GROUPS
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CARE + BELONGING

In 2021 we have doubled down on taking care 
of each other at FPC Dallas. To oversee this, we 
have welcomed Rev. Meagan Findeiss as our new 
Associate Pastor for Care + Belonging. We are also 
grateful to a host of volunteers who have gone out 
of their way to care for our older members and 
neighbors through prayer, making meals, writing 
cards, and countless other expressions of love.

As we’ve been able to slowly but safely come 
together, we’ve been encouraged by everyone 
taking care of our church family by masking up, 
social distancing, being flexible with changes on 
campus due to COVID-19, and getting vaccinated. 
The turnout at the vaccination events at FPC Dallas 
and The Stewpot have been especially exciting!

For welcoming those new among us, our Table 
for Ten gathering has been giving those new to 
our church an opportunity to connect with others, 
both in-person and online. 

Plans are currently underway to launch Home 
Groups in early 2022, giving our spread-out 
church family an opportunity to connect with 
others in homes throughout the city.

Using our gifts to care for others is central to our faith at FPC Dallas. As we follow Jesus,  
we are looking for ways to bring light and love into the world by meeting the needs of our  
church family, and our neighbors downtown. By joining one of over a dozen of our Care 

Ministries is how you can use your gifts to transform the lives of others.

JOIN A CARE MINISTRY

SEE ALL THE OPPORTUNITIES AT FPCDALLAS.ORG/CARE
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WELCOMING MEAGAN FINDEISS

Over a year ago, our church saw the need to create a new 
called position, an Associate Pastor for Care + Belonging, 
in order to better minister to both the people already in our 
church, and to help welcome new members into our church 
family. After a thorough search, we were thrilled to have Rev. 
Meagan Findeiss accept the call and move her family to Dallas. 
You can learn more about Meagan at fpcdallas.org/meagan.

VACCINATION CLINICS

One day in March, 129 of our neighbors were vaccinated 
through The Stewpot’s COVID-19 vaccination clinic! In 
partnership with Parkland and Dallas County, we continued 
to provide opportunities for our community to receive their 
vaccination and stop the spread of COVID-19.

AMOS GETS VACCINATED

Pastor Amos received his COVID-19 vaccination! As 
we anxiously awaited face-to-face community again, 
we remembered the lives lost over the past year due to 
COVID-19, we gave thanks to those who have worked 
tirelessly to develop a safe and effective vaccine, and we 
had hope as we take this important and necessary step in 
the recovery of the pandemic.

CAROLING THROUGH WINDOWS

Our children and youth families safely gathered together to 
spread some Christmas cheer in December 2020! There 
were smiles beneath the masks from our window carolers 
and the residents of the Villages of Dallas, even in the rain 
and cold. We were so glad to share joy this season, even as 
things looked a little different this year!

CARE + BELONGING: HIGHLIGHTS
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OUR RESPONSE to the COLD

When temperatures hit record lows in our city 
and across the state this past February, we knew 
we had to continue to follow our call to care for 
our neighbors. Aware of the dangers of freezing 
temperatures, we led a team made up of our 
community partners to secure a warm, safe shelter 
for those experiencing homelessness. We found 
hotel rooms, provided transportation, and the Kay 
Bailey Hutchison Convention Center opened its 
doors with lines of cots filling the rooms. We called 
upon our followers of social media to consider 
donating to the cause as the costs to keep the 
spaces running are high. Donations came flooding 
in overnight and throughout the weekend from all 
over, and we were blown away by the generosity 
of our supporters!

Our Meal Service Team hunkered down 
overnight at FPC Dallas’ building so they could 
remain close to The Stewpot kitchen without 
having to drive on icy roads. They stuck to their 
commitment to serve three hot meals a day to 
the hundreds of people staying at the center, 
even in the midst of off and on power outages. 
Throughout it all, they kept us informed on all 
the happenings through their Facebook Live 
updates and encouragements.

The rolling outages turned into hours without 
electricity and heat for millions of households 
across Texas. This unprecedented obstacle 
forced us to pivot, switching our planned virtual 
Ash Wednesday Service to Ash Saturday. That 
Wednesday, we chose to instead utilize our 
building as a Warming and Charging Center for 
families who could safely get to our campus.

Individuals from our team worked tirelessly to 
process donations, answer phone calls, set up the 
convention center, safely drive our unsheltered 
friends, pray, cook, and spread the word about the 
important work we have been doing in our city. 
We are so thankful for everyone who stepped up 
during this challenging time.

While we don’t know what the next crisis will 
be, we know that FPC Dallas and The Stewpot 
will be called upon to respond to it with love for 
our neighbors. To be part of this important work, 
make a pledge to support us in the next calendar 
year at fpcdallas.org/2022.

As the icy conditions of February 2021 left most of our city 
without power, World Central Kitchen provided dinner for 
The Stewpot clients at The Second Chance Cafe at The 
Bridge. Just about a week later, we welcomed founder of 
World Central Kitchen, Chef Jose Andres, as our Soup’s 
On 2021 guest speaker to talk about his humanitarian 
efforts to help keep people in crisis fed.
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As a part of our family of ministries, the FPC 
Day School seeks to care for our neighbors by 
serving the diverse population represented in our 
downtown location. We provide an educational 
experience that supports cognitive, social, 
emotional, physical and spiritual development  
in a Christian setting. 

Our heart and goal is to offer scholarships to 
families who would not otherwise be here. As 
followers of Jesus, we are called to love our 
neighbor, and by investing in the rising generation, 
we are aiming to do just that by healing the 
generational cycle of poverty through education. 

Our early childhood professionals lead this 
outstanding program in partnership with each 
family equipping them with knowledge and care. 
We are proud to have been awarded the Texas 
Rising Star Level 2 Award for exceeding state 
childcare standards. 

In the last year, we’ve welcomed Cynthia Grady, 
our new Director of the FPC Day School, and we’ve 
seen an incredible 109% increase in enrollment, 
and we anticipate adding even more students to 
our classrooms in the coming months.

We are also excited to share two big new additions 
to our staff team, a Children’s Minister and Day 
School Chaplain, as well as a Director of Children’s 
music. Both of these important positions are 
focused on sharing Jesus with with children and 
walking alongside families as they grow. We can’t 
wait to introduce you to them at fpcdallas.org!

Registration is now open for children, infants through Pre-k 5. 

NOW ENROLLING!

FPCDAYSCHOOL.ORG

FPC day school
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“My favorite thing about 
school is learning.”

“My favorite thing about 
school is Ms. Marlo.”

“My favorite thing about 
school is painting.”

“My favorite thing  
is playing with the  

squishy things.”

“My favorite thing about 
school is playing with the 

squishy things too!”

“My favorite thing about 
school is to play.”

“My favorite thing about 
school is playing.”

“My favorite thing about 
school is Play-Dough.”

CYNTHIA GRADY

Along with her proven gifts as an early childhood educator, 
Ms. Grady comes to us with extensive experience developing 
model social service programs for the benefit of families. Her 
skills as a communicator, administrator, and fundraiser were 
easy to spot and after several long conversations it became 
apparent that Ms. Grady was a visionary leader, uniquely 
strengthened by her life experiences to broaden the reach of 
the FPC Day School while supporting the families already here.

WEEKLY CHAPELS

Weekly chapels led by the leaders of FPC Dallas help nourish 
spiritual development for our FPC Day School students. 
Pastor Amos taught all about God’s creation by reading one 
of his favorite picture books, encouraging kiddos to love and 
care for our world together.

DAY SCHOOL: HIGHLIGHTS
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The Stewpot offers a safe haven for homeless and 
at-risk individuals of Dallas, providing resources 
for basic survival needs, as well as opportunities 
to start a new life. The many programs of The 
Stewpot seek to care for clients holistically and 
approach poverty multi-generationally when 
possible by engaging with the whole family. 

A community of folks who seek to help those in 
need, we offer support in the areas of housing, 
stabilization, education, nutrition, and enrichment. 
Along the way, relationships like no other are 
formed among staff, clients, and volunteers 
making The Stewpot a hub for a newfound family.

REPRESENTATIVE PAYEE PROGRAM

“Sometimes I see Representative Payee Program 
clients more than I see my own relatives,” 
Courtney Ray-Riddle, Director of Client Services, 
laughs. The Stewpot “Rep Payee” Program 
is designed for people with disabilities that 
are unable to manage their federal benefits 
independently. Partner agencies frequently 
refer clients to our program to prevent them 
from falling into homelessness. Clients come in 
weekly or monthly to receive spending money 
after Courtney and Jamaal Coleman (pictured 
right) make sure that all bills are paid, prioritizing 
shelter and food needs. 

“We have to have a strong relationship,” says 
Jamaal. “Sometimes we are their only support 
system.” These meetings evolve into more than 
just financial conversations, and can be one of the 
only safe spaces a client can exhale and vent about 
frustrations or give exciting life updates. Whether 

providing a compassionate ear or referring them 
to other services at The Stewpot, Jamaal and 
Courtney become like family to the Rep Payee 
clients. 

What makes The Stewpot’s Representative 
Payee Program unique is the fact that it’s 
cost-free and provides face-to-face, personal 
casework alongside financial management. Many 
other programs include a fee and are primarily 
electronic. The Stewpot strives to be an inclusive 
and caring community, so this personal approach 
seemed like the only approach to ensure clients 
not only survive, but thrive. Learn more about how 
this program aims to prevent homelessness from 
the source at thestewpot.org.

the STEWPOT
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1,681
vouchers for  

State IDs

200,064
meals given to 

approximately 3,000 
individuals experiencing 

homelessness

936,000
pounds of food donated by friends in 
local restaurant, hospitality, and food 

service industries

$1,000,000
worth of food donated  

to The Stewpot

135
households that  

The Stewpot helped avoid 
falling into homelessness

18
people housed by 

the Rapid Rehousing 
Program so far in 2021

7,500
Representative  

Payee visits

3,153
one-on-one  

casework session

502
birth certificates found 

and provided

22,252
meals provided at the 
Kay Bailey Hutchison 
Convention Center 

Temporary Relief Shelter

100%
percentage of High School Seniors in our 

programs who graduated from high school
(Additionally, all of the students involved  
in all grade levels passed the STAAR test  

and advanced to the next grade level.)

38,000
family-sized meals given to 
3,626 households in need 

through the bi-weekly Food 
Distribution Program

46
students who received a Community 

Ministries College Scholarship

2020 BY THE NUMBERS
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SOUP’S ON: ONLINE EDITION

Soup’s On 2021 was a great success! $317,639.00 was raised 
from the March 4 virtual luncheon that featured a chat with 
award-winning chef, restaurateut, and humanitarian Chef 
José Andrés, moderated by Robert Wilonsky. Thank you so 
much to all who tuned in and supported the work of The 
Stewpot in ensuring our neighbors in need have been fed.

STREETZINE

The STREETZine is a monthly newspaper published by 
The Stewpot seeking to raise awareness about the issues 
surrounding homelessness and poverty. At the same time, 
the monthly publication offers financial opportunity for 
homeless clients who sell the paper to Dallas residents. 
Vendors are able to move towards economic self-sufficiency 
by using the money they receive from selling copies to 
purchase bus passes, food, and necessary living expenses. 
Read the latest edition at thestewpot.org/streetzine.

THE STEWPOT: HIGHLIGHTS
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ART SHOW

Stewpot artists got to show off their art pieces on July 24 at 
The Stewpot’s Art Show. It was an amazing opportunity for 
our community to gather to celebrate the gifts and talents 
of our artists, and allow them to earn income from the sale 
of their work.

MURALS IN MAIN STREET GARDEN 

A local Master’s Student, Angeles Margarida, invited artists 
from the Stewpot to participate in painting murals that 
were displayed at Main Street Garden Park. This project 
considered whether individuals experiencing homelessness 
feel empowered from a temporary public art installation 
where they express their experience of homelessness 
in our city. Creativity was flowing and spirits were high as 
the artists painted their murals and presented them to the 
downtown community.

MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELING

“We often assume that once someone goes from home-
lessness to being housed, their problems are solved. While  
securing housing is a huge accomplishment, it is not an 
easy switch for a lot of people. Much of my work in therapy  
revolves around teaching clients how to transition out of the 
survival mode they needed when facing homelessness. The 
survival skills that were once necessary become obstacles in 
their new life. It is often in this space as well, that clients begin 
to face the trauma that was suppressed while they were in 
crisis. Therapy is vital during this time to empower clients to 
learn new skills, as well as provide support for them as they 
bravely begin to work through their trauma.”  – Mishaal Riaz
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John is in his 40s. He is, by many measures, 
accomplished. He holds an MBA and at one 
time owned a business. He recently relocated to 
Dallas from another part of the state. He is actively 
working to build a good future for himself.

Until very recently, John was also homeless.

John is not his real name, but John is an actual 
person. People like John become homeless for 
many reasons. Mental health problems or drug 
and alcohol addiction might factor into them expe-
riencing homelessness. But the biggest reason is 
the lack of a support system that might otherwise 
keep people housed when they are in crisis.

A lost job. A traumatic family event. Health 
problems while working jobs with no time-off 
benefits. Circumstances like these lead to other 
issues that may cause a spiral into homelessness.

Where some people might have family or friends 
to help during a low period, many folks don’t have 
anyone they can turn to for that help because 
their family and friends are just getting by, too.

The lack of a safety net certainly has driven the 
increase in homelessness during the pandemic. 
The official Point in Time homeless count in 
February showed that 4,570 people were 
homeless in Dallas and Collin counties.

Long before the pandemic hit, though, Dallas’ 
high poverty rate often resulted in people living 
one crisis away from homelessness. Some 
people have compounding crises, such as the 
loss of a job or hours worked, the accumulation 
of back rent and mounting health bills.

How a business 
owner with an 
MBA became 
homeless and got 
back on his feet
Homelessness isn’t about  
poverty, but a lack of safety  
net when crisis hits.

Written by Brenda Snitzer,  
Executive Director of The Stewpot. 
Originally published in the Dallas Morning News on August 8, 2021.
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John’s crisis came in the form of an assault charge 
that stemmed from intervening in a dispute to 
help a family member who was being physically 
attacked. With a criminal charge on his record, 
he had difficulty getting a job that paid enough to 
cover housing. Plus, it is hard to find somewhere 
to rent when you’ve been charged with assault. As 
his funds ran out, he began living at The Bridge 
Homeless Recovery Center in October.

For people experiencing homelessness, the answer 
is a home. What’s known as “rapid rehousing” is a 
great way to help them exit homelessness, return 
to housing in the community, and prevent them 
from becoming homeless again in the near future.

This is why the city of Dallas launched a Real-Time 
Rapid Rehousing Initiative. The goal of the citywide 
initiative is to get more than 2,600 individuals and 
families housed in the next two years.

Rapid rehousing prioritizes housing and then 
helps folks with the other services they need to 
become self-sufficient. Housing is first because 
it is difficult to get a job, get your health under 
control, or handle other issues if you are living on 
the streets or in a shelter.

The Stewpot, a ministry of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Dallas, has worked for 46 years 
to provide resources for those in poverty or 
experiencing homelessness. Our housing 
program includes a rent-and-utilities assistance 
program that the city supports to keep those 
already housed from becoming homeless. We also 
offer a rapid rehousing program, which the Texas 
Department of Housing and Community Affairs 
funds, for clients referred to us from the Metro 
Dallas Homeless Alliance housing priority list.

Clients work with our rapid rehousing team to 
locate a unit of their choice. We then help tenants 
with security deposits and tiered rental payments 
until the tenant builds enough financial stability 
to make the full rental payment.

The Stewpot also furnishes the apartment and 
provides a welcome-home basket. After clients 
move in, Stewpot staff help them become 
successful tenants, including finding a job.

In John’s case, we helped him secure an apartment 
this summer, pay his security deposit and rent, 
and acquire furnishings and food until he can get 
completely on his feet again. Being housed meant 
John could be well-rested and prepare himself to 
go on interviews, not to mention have a home 
address to put on applications.

He has worked closely with Stewpot staff to take 
the steps necessary to achieve stability. Despite 
repeatedly hearing “no” because of his criminal 
record, he persevered and landed a job with a 
willing employer.

Unfortunately, John recently suffered a health 
crisis that resulted in hospitalization. His case 
manager and our housing team are working with 
his care team and employer to get the support 
he needs to recover, return to work and get back 
on the path to a better life.

But John’s life is being transformed. And the surge 
in funding from the city’s rehousing initiative will 
help many other people like John get housing. 
This strategy certainly has worked in other cities 
across the country. Meeting the goal here in Dallas 
will transform lives and our community.
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SERVING at the STEWPOT

The senior leadership team 
of our family of ministries, 
including FPC Dallas and FPC 
Day School, served together 
at our Second Chance Cafe! 
It was a blast to spend some 
time preparing meals for our 
neighbors with this crew.

A crew at Tradition Senior Living 
Dallas packed over 120 bags of 
masks and hand sanitizer to 
pass out to clients so they could 
stay safe. 

When we asked, our communi-
ty delivered! We collected tons 
of holiday goody bags for our 
Children and Youth Program 
participants to celebrate Valen-
tine’s Day and Easter with fun 
toys and activities. 

The Dallas Chapter of the  
Association of Legal Admin-
istration (ALA) came in to fill 
manna bags with nutritious 
snacks so we could give them 
to our hungry neighbors. 

Our FPC Dallas Youth gath-
ered one Saturday morning to 
help out with Food Distribution 
kicking off their Youth Service 
Week.

A team of volunteers from  
Credera served together at 
The Stewpot by taking a tour 
to learn more and helped make 
individual PPE/hygiene kits. 

The Marquis at Texas Street 
apartments donated 183 lbs of 
food for our Food Stabilization 
Food Distribution program!

Dallas Animal Services contrib-
uted dog and cat goody bags 
to ensure families with furry 
friends are able to provide for 
their pets. 

In-person volunteer opportunities at The Stewpot are back! For a list of all  
current needs and openings where you can make a difference, visit

VOLUNTEER.STEWPOT.ORG
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UKirk SMU is a worshiping community for 
SMU students that looks for the sacred in 
the ordinary, and is supported in part by The 
Foundation at FPC Dallas. The organization 
seeks to follow God by wrestling with 
holy scripture, gathering weekly around 
the table for communion, and striving 
to embody Jesus’s unconditional love 
in the world. UKirk is currently the only 
Christian ministry at SMU that is fully open 
and affirming to LGBTQIA+ students, and 
almost half of their students identify as 
LGBTQIA+. The students are encouraged 
to bring doubts and questions, fears and 
past experiences, dreams and wonderings, 
their whole selves to connect in meaningful 
ways with people who care.

“College is a wondering 
time in life, a period 
of discernment and 
seeking, of asking 
questions and moving 
beyond the confines 
of what students have 
inherited.” Jessie Light-
Wells, Campus Minister 

and Executive Director, describes. “It is a joy 
and privilege to accompany students and 
provide a place where all belong, a place 
where wondering is encouraged and valued 
and where spirituality can be explored. I feel 
incredibly grateful to be called to this work 
and equally grateful for the churches and 
individuals that support it!”

The purpose of The Foundation is to support 
the benevolent, charitable, educational and 
missionary work of the church. For 165 years, the 
First Presbyterian Church of Dallas has served 
the city of Dallas. As a congregation with such 
a rich history, we are reminded daily that we 
drink from wells we did not dig and feast from 
vineyards we did not plant—but someone did. 
In both facilities and ministry we are surrounded 
daily by this cloud of witnesses. Those who have 
gone before us in the life of this congregation 
offered their time, talents and treasure to join 
God’s transforming work in the world. 

Today we are that “someone” for those who will 
follow us in this unfolding of God’s history. As 
those who came before us, today we are called 
to embody the notion that we have been blessed 
to be a blessing to the generations who will 
follow us. One of the ways we can be faithful in 
this call is through our legacy gifts to the church’s 
Foundation. In no small measure, your gifts will 
assure upcoming generations a quality and 
vibrant mission for God in the heart of this city. 
Learn more at fpcdallas.org/the-foundation.

WHO THE FOUNDATION SUPPORTS

the FOUNDATION

UKIRK

FPC Dallas

The Stewpot

FPC Day School

Grace Presbyterian Village

Presbyterian Communities  
& Services

Austin College

Presbyterian Children’s 
Homes and Services

Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary

Camp Gilmont

Montreat Conference Center

Presbyterian Pan American 
School

Schreiner University

Ukirk SMU
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THANK 
YOU 

to everyone who 
supported us with their 

time, talent and financial 
gifts in 2021.

Because of you, lives 
are being transformed 
throughout our city.

fpcdallas.org/2022
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make your
COMMITMENT

Make your commitment to give and be part of the future  
of FPC Dallas by filling out the included commitment  

card and mailing it back to us or by visiting

fpcdallas.org/2022


